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December 19, 2010

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 18, 2010

4:00 -- John & Mary Barry -- Memorial

Sunday, December 19, 2010

9:30 – Ewa Morawski—16th Anniversary

          11:30 – Mass for the People


6:00 – Katherine C. Smith – 1st Anniversary
Sunday, December 26, 2010


9:30 – Christopher Thompson – Memorial

           11:30 – Mr. & Mrs. Albert Clary -- Memorial
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

The Sacrament of Reconciliation or confession as it is more commonly know will be celebrated this Wednesday, Dec. 22 from 6:30-7:30 in the evening in the chapel. This is a wonderful way to prepare for Christmas.

NEW YEARS EVE

There will be a Mass on Friday Dec. 31 at 4:00 to celebrate the Feast of Mary, the Mother of God and New Years.  This is a wonderful way to celebrate the Feast of Mary and also to welcome the Year of Our Lord-2011.

NEW YEARS

Jan. 1, 2011, the Feast of Mary the Mother of God is not a Holy Day of Obligation because is falls on a Saturday. However, there will be a Mass at 4:00 which is a regular weekend Mass. 
Christmas Mass Schedule
12/24 - Christmas Eve – 4:00pm & 6:00pm

12/25 - Christmas Day – 10:30am

12/31 – New Year’s Eve – 4 pm
Grand Annual Collection

As of this writing the Grand Annual Collection has amounted to $23,735. This amount is $671 less than last year’s total during the same time period. Last week it was reported in the bulletin that the GAC was $5,000 less than it was at this time last year. A special thank you to those who have helped us to close this gap. We are now well on our way to our parish goal of $45,000. The finance council has asked each family to consider a donation in the amount of $250.  While some will not be able to meet that amount many others will be able to exceed the suggested amount so that the parish can realize its goal of $45,000.  126 families out of a possible 2000 families have contributed to this important campaign. Let’s all do our part so that the parish can continue to pay its bills and maintain a balanced budget.
Married Couples – Want to give a gift that keeps on giving? Register for the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend—it’s the best gift you’ll ever give to each other and your marriage.  The Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends in New England are January 14-16, February 11-13, and march 18-20. For more information, call Ralph & Jane Becker at 1-800-710-WWME or visit our webpage at www.wwmeMARI.org
Our Shared Treasure

December 5th Collection:  $6032
Grand Annual:  $23735 
Thank you for your continued generosity
St. Vincent de Paul 
The members of St. Vincent de Paul would like to express their gratitude to Fr. Wally for his support of the food pantry by requesting non-perishable donations and for his gift of the Thanksgiving Eve Collection.

 

We also thank all of you for your generosity with donations to the pantry.
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The Pro-Life Committee with host the annual parish Baby Shower from Saturday, January 1st through Sunday, January 23rd. All donations will assist mothers in need within the Archdiocese who have chosen life for their babies.  The following items are needed:
Disposable diapers

Diaper bags

Crib sheets


Baby towels

Sleep n Play sleepers

Nightgowns
Baby Bottles


Blanket Sleepers

Receiving Blankets

Crib sheets

Rattles, Pacifiers, Teethers
Toiletries ie…

Wipes, rash ointment, baby shampoo, baby soap,

Baby lotion, powder, baby nail clippers, baby thermometers
LAST LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP FOR

Winter 2010 CYO Ski Trip
***SKI TRIP WILL BE CANCELLED UNLESS THERE ARE 40 STUDENTS SIGNED UP AND FINAL PAYMENTS MADE BY JANUARY 9, 2011***
Our Winter Ski trip will take place the weekend of February 18 - 20, 2010 at Stowe Mountain Resort, VT!
Hotel Package Information:

[image: image4.wmf]We will be staying at the DoubleTree Hotel in S. Burlington, VT. Amenities include, indoor heated swimming pool, whirlpool and fitness center. All guestrooms include the Sweet Dreams bed, hairdryer and refrigerator. Each guest is presented with the legendary chocolate chip cookie at check-in. The hotel is approximately 45 minutes from Stowe.
Room costs: 



$280 per person, 4 per room
$297 per person, 3 per room
$330 per person, 2 per room

The trip includes: Transportation, 2 nights accommodations, 2 breakfast buffets & 1 dinner buffet, 2-day teen lift ticket for Stowe Mountain Resort and all taxes.

Sign up by email or call Fr. Wally if you are interested in going. 

A $100 deposit will be due now!  
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Dear Friends,

The following is a Christmas meditation from Thomas Merton that I would like to share with you. I think that it explains the spiritual dimension of Christmas within the world in which we live.
Christ is born. He is born to us. And, He is born today. For Christmas is not merely a day like every other day. It is a day made holy and special by a sacred mystery. It is not merely another day in the weary round of time. Today, eternity enters into time, and time, sanctified, is caught up into eternity. Today, Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who was in the beginning with the Father, in whom all things were made, by whom all things consist, enters in to the world which he created in order to reclaim souls who had forgotten their identity. Therefore, the church exults, as the angels come down to announce not merely an old thing which happened long ago, but a new thing which happens today. For today, God the Father makes all things new, in his divine Son, our redeemer, according to his words: ecce nova facio omnia.
Therefore, the church on earth joins with the church in heaven to sing one same song, the new song, the canticum novum which the prophet commanded all to sing after the world should have been redeemed by the Christ, whose ancestor he knew, by revelation, that he should be. When David cried out: “Sing to the Lord a new song” he was the first precentor to intone the songs the church would sing on this day in her liturgy, as she announces to the whole world salvation and joy. For as St Leo says: “Today there has shone upon us a day of new redemption, a day restoring that which was long lost, a day of bliss unending.”

God bless,
 Fr. Wally 


Christmas Prayer





God, our Father, thank You for giving us Your Son Jesus on Christmas Day to live with us and be a child just like me.


Let me always be aware that Your Son is the reason why we celebrate Christmas.


During this season allow me to share the joy of His birth with my family and friends.


When I think about the presents I want, help me to remember that Jesus is the best present I will ever receive.


Happy Birthday, Jesus!


Amen.








� Our good friend, Msgr. Sarko will be returning home to Bawku in Ghana on December 28.  If you would like to give him a card before he returns home, a basket will be provided for that purpose in front of the pulpit.








�





CatholicTV® Network


   Christmas Programming





It’s that time of year again! CatholicTV will intersperse Advent and Christmas programming with their regular schedule throughout December and especially from Monday, Dec 20th until New Year’s Eve. Then all day Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Dec. 26, CatholicTV will become ChristmasTV for 72 hours of non-stop specials.


Bring CatholicTV to the whole nation! CatholicTVeverywhere.com





Christmas Giving Tree


Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!  You have been most generous in remembering the families who have come to us for assistance at this time of year.  We were able to help 18 families with your generous donations in gift cards!  God bless you and may you have a very Merry Christmas.








THE RECTORY OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED


CHRISTMAS EVE AT 12:00 NOON


WILL REOPEN AT 9:00 MONDAY, DEC 27TH





�





The upcoming Christmas collection supports the retirement needs of priests of the Archdiocese of Boston.  Currently $40% of the priests of our Archdiocese are retired. Each year, we need to raise 10 million dollars to care for them. We ask that you give generously on behalf of the priests that have devoted their lives to faithfully serve God, the good works of the Archdiocese of Boston and each of us.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.














�








