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December 5, 2010

Second Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 4

4:00 – Marie Fagan – 1st Anniversary

Sunday, December 5

8:00 – Mass for the People


9:30 – Richard Hildor Foss – 14th Anniv.

          11:30 – Kenneth Cerone – 6th Anniversary

Saturday, December 11, 2010

4:00 – Suzanne Shepard – 21st Anniversary

Sunday, December 12, 2010


8:00 – Charles Matthews – 12th Anniversary

9:30 – Mass for the People

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Wednesday, Dec. 8 is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and is a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will be celebrated at 9:00 am and at 7:00 pm. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILATION

The Sacrament of Reconciliation or confession as it is more commonly know will be celebrated on Wednesday Dec. 12 and on Wednesday Dec. 22 from 6:30-7:30 in the evening in the chapel. This is a wonderful way to prepare for Christmas.

NEW YEARS EVE

There will be a Mass on Friday Dec. 31 at 4:00 to celebrate the Feast of Mary, the Mother of God and New Years.  This is a wonderful way to celebrate not only the Feast of Mary but also to welcome the Year of Our Lord-2011.

NEW YEARS

Jan. 1, 2011, the Feast of Mary the Mother of God is not a Holy Day of Obligation because is falls on a Saturday. That Day there will be a Mass at 4:00 which is a regular weekend Mass.  

          Christmas Mass Schedule
12/24 - Christmas Eve – 4:00pm & 6:00pm

12/25 - Christmas Day – 10:30am

01/01/11 – New Year’s Day -- 4:00pm

Grand Annual Collection

We are very grateful for the generosity shown by so many to our Grand Annual Collection.  If you have not yet had an opportunity to return your donation, please do so as soon as possible.  Every gift is welcomed and sincerely appreciated.  Donations are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.  Currently we have collected $13,440  from 72 individuals/families out of a possible 2,000 registered families.  Let’s all do our part no matter how big or small our donation may be.
Our Shared Treasure

November 21st Collection:  $5841.66
Grand Annual:  $17,475 
Thank you for your continued generosity
St. Vincent de Paul 
Although Thanksgiving has passed, the members of St. Vincent de Paul are still VERY grateful for all of the donations we received over the last few weeks. Religious Education classes have donated food and dinner baskets, Cub Scout Pack 28 donated food and one of the local Girl Scout troops made 50 pumpkin breads for us to include with the dinners that were distributed. We also received an amazing donation from the Whitman V.F.W. Mens' Auxiliary that will be put to good use this winter. Our deepest thanks to everyone who has donated to our efforts to care for those in need this year.
Choir Announcement

Choir rehearsals for the Christmas Eve 6 pm Mass will take place Monday evenings at 6:30 pm.. Please consider joining this special group that combines our Adult and Children’s Choirs. For more information contact Paul Hoffman at (617) 610-2255.
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Saturday, December 18th the children of our Parish will present The Nativity Story.  Members of Karen Connell and Kevin Smith’s 9th Gr. Confirmation class are directing the children in this wonderful presentation of the Christmas Story.  In addition to the wonderful play, you are cordially invited to join Fr Wally in celebrating the Christmas season by joining in the decorating of the rectory Christmas Tree on Sunday, Dec. 18th from 1:45 – 3 pm.  Bring an ornament that represents your family’s style or traditions and enjoy some Christmas cheer and goodies.
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Our parish is in need of additional cleaners to help keep our church looking so lovely.  If you can help, please call Debbie at the Rectory.  508-378-4207
LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP FOR 

Winter 2010 CYO Ski Trip
***SKI TRIP WILL BE CANCELLED UNLESS THERE ARE 40 STUDENTS SIGNED UP AND FINAL PAYMENTS MADE BY JANUARY 9, 2011***
Our Winter Ski trip will take place the weekend of February 18 - 20, 2010 at Stowe Mountain Resort, VT!
Hotel Package Information:
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We will be staying at the DoubleTree Hotel in S. Burlington, VT. Amenities include, indoor heated swimming pool, whirlpool and fitness center. All guestrooms include the Sweet Dreams bed, hairdryer and refrigerator. Each guest is presented with the legendary chocolate chip cookie at check-in. The hotel is approximately 45 minutes from Stowe.
Room costs: 



$280 per person, 4 per room
$297 per person, 3 per room
$330 per person, 2 per room

The trip includes: Transportation, 2 nights accommodations, 2 breakfast buffets & 1 dinner buffet, 2-day teen lift ticket for Stowe Mountain Resort and all taxes.

Sign up by email or call Fr. Wally if you are interested in going. 

A $100 deposit will be due now!  


Dear Friends,
I hope that you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving celebration.  I certainly did.  You couldn’t but be inspired by the large turnout of parishioners at the Mass the night before Thanksgiving.  The church was nearly full and there were dozens of bags of food that were donated for the food pantry.  The collection baskets were passed for the food pantry and you donated $657 for this important cause.  I also want to thank Mr. Paul Hoffman for the beautiful music that helped to make this liturgy so inspiring. 

I want to encourage everyone to take a Christmas ornament off the “giving tree” and to return the gift card to the church as soon as possible. Your generosity will enable us to make this Christmas a merry one for the needy of our town. If you know someone who could use a little help at this time please contact me as soon as possible. I will do my best to make sure that everyone who needs some help during the holidays get the help that they need.
Finally, I want to thank everyone who has contributed to the Grand Annual Collection.  I do not like asking for money but it is one of the less attractive aspects of being a pastor. It is also a very necessary part of my role here in East Bridgewater.  I have done my best to make sure that our buildings and grounds are properly maintained so that people can come and worship here, so that 700 children can come here to learn about their faith, so that parents can bring their babies to be baptized, so that the grieving can come and pay their respects for their loved one, so that our children can make their First Holy Communion and Confirmation in this setting and finally for those who wish promise to love their spouse “till death do us part” can find an attractive place in which to do so.  So far, 80 families have made a donation in the amount of $16,000 to this most important financial drive.  However, we need all 2,000 families that make up St. John’s Parish Family to help us reach our goal of $46,000.  The Finance Council has recommended a donation of $250 family or individual.  I am well aware that some families who are struggling will not be able to meet that recommendation and I am also aware that other individual or families will be able to exceed the recommendation. We all have an obligation to support the church but we have a greater need to be generous with the treasure that God has entrusted us with. I promise you that God will bless you for your generosity in ways that you cannot yet imagine.      

God bless,
 Fr. Wally 



CHRISTMAS PAGEANT & PARISH OPEN HOUSE
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St. John’s


Christmas Giving Tree


Is up.


Please help someone in need by taking a tag from the tree.


All donations should be returned no later than �Sunday, December 12th.





Please remember to write the amount of the donation on the gift card. 
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The upcoming Christmas collection supports the retirement needs of priests of the Archdiocese of Boston.  We ask that you give generously to support the priests who have devoted their lives to faithfully serve God and the good work of the Archdiocese of Boston.  Currently 40% of the priests of our Archdiocese are retired.  Each year we need to raise 10 million dollars to care for them. 


Thank you in advance for your generosity.

















