*********************************************
St. John is a Stewardship Parish *********************************************
November 1, 2009
                          All Saints Day  
Saturday, October 31
     4:00 – Mary & Elmer Proffitt – Memorial

Sunday, November 1 - All Saints Day

    11:30 - Parishioners of St. John

Thursday, November 5

     9:00 – Mary Louise McNally – 2nd Anniversary

Saturday, November 7

    4:00 – Heather Sprout – 2nd Anniversary

Sunday, November 8

    8:00 – Parishioners of St. John

    9:30 – Peter Digiacomo – 4th Anniversary

  11:30 – Bonnie DeCosta – 15th Anniversary

               Rose Peluso – Memorial
Important Dates

Mon. 11/2 - All Souls Day
Wed. 11/4 – Finance Committee – 7:00

Thu. 11/5 – Baptism Instruction 

ALL SOULS
November is the month dedicated to all those who have gone before us marked with the gift of Faith. During the month of November, a Novena of Masses will be celebrated for those loved ones that you want to be remembered.  Simply use the envelopes that you have received or the envelopes on the ushers’ tables for this purpose.  The envelopes will be placed on the altar and the names of your loved ones will be remembered at the Novena of Masses celebrated during the month.  

Liturgical Ministers

The schedule for December and January is being compiled now.  If there are particular Masses that you would like to serve, or Masses where you can not serve, please email Linda at FLOOFETTE@aol.com no later than Sunday, November 15th or call her at 508-378-7643. Remember to fill out the forms that are in the sacristy so she has your updated contact information.  Also it is your responsibility to find a replacement if you can not serve the Mass you have been assigned.

Our Shared Treasure
October 25, 2009 Collection: $5,992.
Please remember the Church in your will.
There is a second collection next weekend for Human Development.

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION

The Grand Annual Collection will begin on the weekend of Nov. 14 and 15. More information will follow in next week’s bulletin.

        St. Vincent de Paul
Thank you to all of the parishioners who continue to keep the food pantry supplied.
In the current economic climate, St. Vincent de Paul must deal with the same issues we all have—we must try to serve more clients with less. As you all know, this is very difficult.
St. Vincent de Paul relies on your generosity. Your donations in the collection boxes at the doors of the church are our only source of income. We are not funded by the weekly collection and we do not receive any income or reimbursements from the archdiocese. We are a completely separate organization with a mission to serve those in need.
Thank you for your prayers and continuing generosity!
 

Please remember – you may bring food only during Mass time or when CCD classes are in session, which is on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday afternoon from 3:30 to 4:30 or Sunday evening from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Please do not leave food at the rectory, garage or porch or in front of the dumpster at any time as there is no janitor to carry it over to the church. All food items should be brought to the parking lot side entrance to the church only.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
MINISTRY FAIR

Please stop in the Chapel before or after the Masses on November 7th and 8th.  Every person has a special talent.  Consider sharing that talent with a committee that needs your help!  

Volunteers are needed for all aspects of our Parish life:  Building and Maintenance, Family Life, Fundraising, Hospitality, Liturgical (including Children’s Liturgies, Altar Servers, Lectors, Greeters, and Eucharistic Ministers), Pro Life, Social, and the Parish Pastoral Council.

Stay active!  Be involved in your parish community!  

Winter 2010 CYO Ski Trip

Our Winter Ski trip will take place the weekend of February 12 - 14, 2010 at Stowe Mountain Resort, VT!
Hotel Package Information:

We will be staying at the DoubleTree Hotel in S. Burlington, VT. Amenities include, indoor heated swimming pool, whirlpool and fitness center. All guestrooms include the Sweet Dreams bed, hairdryer and refrigerator. Each guest is presented with the legendary chocolate chip cookie at check-in. The hotel is approximately 45 minutes from Stowe.
Room costs: 
$260 per person, 4 per room
$277 per person, 3 per room
$310 per person, 2 per room

The trip includes: Transportation, 2 nights accommodations, 2 breakfast buffets & 1 dinner buffet, 2-day teen lift ticket for Stowe Mountain Resort and all taxes.

Sign up at the next Teen Mass or email or call Fr. Wally if you are interested in going. 

A $100 deposit will be due at the November 22 Teen Mass.  There are 10 spots left!
A message from our Pastor
Dear Friends,


I received the following communication from the archdiocese regarding the “flu season directives”.

The Office of Worship, in consultation with local health authorities and the Archdiocesan Office of Risk Management, continues to encourage the clergy and faithful to observe necessary standard precautions to protect the health of others during this flu season, and especially with the risks related to H1N1 influenza. The best way to prevent the spread of contagious disease is to practice good hygiene.

In addition to practicing good hygiene, the Cardinal directs the following for the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy and for flu prevention:

· The Holy Water fonts are to be drained, cleaned with a disinfecting soap, and re-filled with holy water on a regular basis.   

· The distribution of the Precious Blood for the faithful is suspended, with the exception of those who must receive from the cup due to medical reasons.  The faith of the Church teaches that Christ, whole and entire, is received even under only one species.

· The exchange of the Sign of Peace is to be offered without any physical contact.  If the priest celebrant chooses to extend the invitation for the sign of peace, the faithful, instead of a handshake, may bow to the persons nearby.
Parishioners should be reminded that if they are ill or suspect they are ill with a contagious illness, they are not bound by the Sunday Mass obligation.  They should remain at home and return to church when they are well. 
These directives are effective Saturday, October 31, 2009 and remain in effect until the cold and flu season has come to an end.  We thank you for your understanding and support of these directives, which aim to protect the health of our people.

On another note, as Congress begins debate on health care reform the Catholic bishops of the United States offer the following criteria for fair and just health care.  Health care reform needs to reflect basic ethical principles.  The offer these as a guide:

· A truly universal health policy with respect for human life and dignity

· Access for all with a special concern for the poor and inclusion of legal immigrants

· Pursuing the common good and preserving pluralism including freedom of conscience and variety of options; and
· Restraining costs and applying them equitably across the spectrum of payers.
Please keep the members of Congress in your prayers as they debate these issues and ask God to help them be ever mindful of their responsibility to make decisions which are fair, and protects life and the dignity of all.

God bless,

Fr. Wally






