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October 17, 2010

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday, October 16
       4:00 – Jay & Timothy Barry – Memorial

Sunday, October 17
       8:00 – Bronislaw Morawski – 21st Anniversary

       9:30 – Victoria Snellgrove  -- 6th Anniversary

     11:30 – Linda Fontaine – 7th Anniversary
Saturday, October 23

       4:00 – Mary & Elmer Proffitt – Memorial

Sunday, October 24

8:00 – Doc Wood 20th Anniversary & Marion               Wood –10th Anniversary
9:30 – Donald F. Kerrigan – 9th Anniversary &

Lorraine Kerrigan – 1st Anniversary
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THANKSGIVING

St. John’s will sponsor a special Thanksgiving Eve Mass on Weds, Nov 24th at 6 pm. In the past we have had a Mass on Thanksgiving Day but very few attended. The parish musicians will provide music for this special celebration and everyone is asked to bring a bag of canned or dry food. Hopefully, many people will attend this special Mass not only to give thanks for all of God’s many blessings but also to help sustain the food pantry during the winter months.

Our Shared Treasure

October 10th Collection:  $4896.00
Youth Ministry Collection: $1129.50

Thank you for your continued generosity
St. Vincent de Paul

YOU served over 2210 people with the food you donated each week!  That is an amazing number considering that almost all of our donations are from the parishioners! (We do get some of our donations from food drivers in the community.) Thank you !

This week we are very low on cold cereal, rice and canned fruit, peanut butter, baked beans, spaghetti sauce, and baking mixes (cake, brownies, etc.)    We are also happy to accept donations which we can use to purchase food and grocery gift cards.  Please keep the pantry in mind when you shop and especially as the Thanksgiving season approaches. Your donations can make the holiday special for families in need.
Thank you for your support and prayers.

Liturgical Ministry Fair
October 30 & 31st.  
Please consider helping the parish in one of the following capacities:  Eucharistic Minister, Lector, Alter Server, Usher, Greeter or CCD teacher or aide, help with youth groups,  Children’s Choir and  Adult Choir.  
All the parish committees are looking for new members: Family Life, Hospitality, Pro Life, Fundraising, Social, Liturgical, and Building/Maintenance
Any help you can offer the parish, would be greatly appreciated.
THE ELMWOOD CHURCH
The Elmwood Church of East Bridgewater will conduct its final church service on Sunday, Nov 7th at 2 pm. The Reverend Donna Keane extends a cordial invitation to all St. John’s parishioners to attend this service.
300 CLUB WINNERS

SEPT. 2010

JANE COLOMBO

JIM & PAT COSSEBOOM

THOMAS & EVA SACCOACH

ELAINE SANDS

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?

Maybe you have found yourself drawn to the Church, and the sacraments. Maybe you were baptized in the Catholic Church but never made your First Communion or were never Confirmed, or maybe you know someone who is interested in becoming a Catholic.  Our rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) might be just what you are looking for. We will be starting this year’s program with an open house on Wednesday, October 20 at 7:00 pm in the rectory.  This meeting will provide you a chance to meet the coordinators of our program, learn something about RCIA and to meet the candidates who will be participating. If you are interested, call Fr. Wally.


PERMANET DIACONATE

INQUIRY AND ADMISSION PROCESS

If you are in the process of discerning God’s call to serve the Church as a minister of charity, word, and sacrament as an ordained deacon in the Archdiocese of Boston, you and your wife are invited to take part in an upcoming Inquirer program.
Applications due January 15, 2011

Please call the rectory for further details

508-378-4207

PROJECT RACHEL
Do you know someone who is carrying grief and sorrow over past abortions? Project Rachel is the post-abortion ministry of the Catholic Church to help those dealing with the pain of abortion. Project Rachel will offer a “Come to the Waters” post abortion healing retreat on Saturday, October 30 at a confidential location. For more information and registration, contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com. 

Dear Friends,
As I have said in previous columns, the month of October is referred to as Respect Life Month. The catholic bishops invite us to reflect on the importance of life in all of its forms--from conception to natural death. Not only is all life precious, life is also fragile. Sometimes it is very fragile.   The fragility of life can sometimes lead to death by suicide.  I think that it is fair to say that the loss of a child to suicide is one of the greatest tragedies life can bring.  Parents search amid the chaos for an answer, for a reason but are usually left with only questions, chief among them is the question why?  In the thirty years of my priesthood I have buried many people who could not find a reason to life.  Some of them were teenagers, others were adults. Some of the reasons were: drug addiction, depression, public embarrassment regarding a lifestyle issue, relationship problems, and economic problems that don’t seem to have an answer. And now we must add bullying as a reason why some take their life.  We should all realize that the Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry states that suicide is the third leading cause of death for fifteen to twenty- four- year- olds. Suicide is not an infrequent event; it is, unfortunately, more common than we would like to believe.  

One brief column cannot address this issue with any completeness. But I would like to talk about the religious issue of heaven for those who take their life.  It is THE issue that parents of a child who has taken his/her life bring to me. “Is my son in heaven, father?” First of all, only one person can and will judge us all when we die and that person is Jesus Christ.  Hell is a deliberate choice of those who have demonstrated throughout their life that they have turned toward all that is evil.  They have embraced the power of evil, commonly known as Satan and have rejected the power of God’s love.  The Catholic Church teaches that “grave psychological disorders diminish the responsibility of the one who has committed suicide.  Teens or adults plagued with serious psychological diagnoses make impulsive decisions, clouded by feeling of worthlessness, hopelessness, and despair. They lack the ability to clearly and objectively appraise their life crisis.”  

We leave these questions in God’s hands--the God who loves all of his children unconditionally.

God bless,

Fr. Wally
IMPORTANT DATES THIS WEEK


Sun, Oct 17 – Sophomore Retreat


Mon, Oct 18 -- Bible Study – in CCD Office –6-8 pm


Tues & Thurs Oct 19 & 21, Arise --in the chapel 


7:30 – 9:00 pm


Wed, Oct 20 -- RCIA Open House – 7 pm in Rectory








UPCOMING DATES TO CONSIDER





OCT 24 – Hello/Goodbye Breakfast following


9:30 Mass – Social Committee Survey at all Masses—Please fill out








OCT 30-31—Ministry Fair after each Mass





NOV 13 &14 -- Family Life Committee


              Lollipop Drive





NOV 24 – Thanksgiving Eve Mass  


      6 pm Weds evening





The Fund Raising Committee is looking for new ideas and members. Please call the Rectory if you are interested in joining or have some suggestions.








CARDINAL SPELLMAN HIGH SCHOOL


OPEN HOUSE


For eighth grader and their parents





THURS, OCT. 28TH 


7:15 PM


AUDITORIUM





Also registration for placement test given in Nov & Dec


Call Admissions Office 








