***********************************************
St. John is a Stewardship Parish ***************************************************
July 25, 2010

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday, July 24
   4:00 -  Rose Ruzgis – 34th Anniversary

Sunday, July 25 
  10:30 – Parishioners of St. John 

Saturday, July 31

   4:00 – Parishioners of St. John

Sunday, August 1

   10:30 – Thomas & Helen Fitzgerald – Memorial

                 Thomas J. Fitzgerald

                 Dorothy Dicenzo
Important Dates
Sat. 7/26 thru July 30 – Vacation Bible School
Sun. 8/1 – Leadership Retreat Mass at 10:30

CCD News
CCD registrations are due now! The deadline for registering is August 1st.  Many classes are already full.  The CCD office is open Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10:00 to 4:00.  If you are unable to pay the full amount, we do offer payment plans.  Please call the CCD office at 508-378-1521 for more information.

We are in need of help for the following: 

Tuesday 4:30 – 5:30              Thursday 4:30 - 5:30
Gr 2 – Teacher & Aide                Gr 1 – (2)Teachers & Aide

Gr 3 – Teacher & Aide                Gr 2 – (2) Aides
Gr 4 – Teacher & Aide                Gr 3 – (2)Teachers & Aide
Gr 5 – (2)Teachers & Aides        Gr 4 – (2)Teachers & Aide

                                                     Gr 5- Teacher & Aide Wednesday 4:30 – 5:30        Thursday 6:00 – 7:00   
Gr 1 – Teacher & (2)Aides          Gr 7 – (3) Teachers
Gr 2 – (2) Aides                           Gr 8 – (2) Teachers

Gr 3 – (2)Teachers & Aides      Saturday 9:00 -10:00
Gr 4 – Aide                                 Gr 3 – Teacher & Aide

Gr 5 – Teacher & Aide               Gr 6 – Teacher & Aide
Wednesday 6:00 – 7:00         
Gr 6 – Teacher & Aide              Sunday 6:00 – 7:00
Wednesday 7:15 - 8:15           Grade 9 – (5) Teachers
Grade 7 - Teacher 
As you can see we need many teachers and aides.  Please consider sharing your time and talent with the children of our parish.

If you would like to teach or help out in any way, please call Lorraine or Nancy at 508-378-1521.

Our Shared Treasure

July 18, 2010 Collection:  $4,560.
Missions: $957.

Thank you for your continued generosity
Catholic Appeal

2010 Catholic Appeal – Called to Love and Share Stewardship reminds us to count our blessings, acknowledge God’s gifts to us, and express thanks to Him. We do this by a proportionate giving of our time, talent and treasure. We sincerely thank the 106 donors in our parish who, as good stewards, have made a gift of $13,958 to the 2010 Catholic Appeal. We are at 72% of our goal. You are helping many people with many needs. God calls us to share what we have to help others. If you have not yet made your pledge, envelopes are available. Or for more information, please call 617-779-3700 or visit www.BostonCatholicAppeal.com.  Every gift matters.  Thank you! 

St. Vincent de Paul
This week the food pantry served 29 households with the food we have in stock.

Although we received a tremendous amount with the Post Office Food Drive, we have run out of some items. 

We ask that you please keep us in mind when you shop. We need: jelly or jam (grape and strawberry are especially appreciated!), spaghetti sauce, canned fruit and baked beans. 

Toilet paper and other health and beauty aids like soap, deodorant and shampoo are always welcome. The Food Stamp (EBT) program is a nutrition program and those who participate cannot use the credits for personal care items. 

Thank you for your generosity and prayers!

 Back to School Giving Tree

Our “Back to School Giving Tree” is up. Would you please take a tag and purchase a gift card from the store indicated on the tag. Please bring the gift cards and place them in the basket in front of the altar next week so we can get them to the families in time for shopping while the sales last. Remember to write the $ amount on the card. Thank you!  
If you know a family that needs our help for “back to school” expenses, please call Lorraine @ 508-378-1521.

Youth Ministry News

The high school students who will be attending the Leadership Retreat in August are having several fundraising events to help defray the cost of the retreat.  They are selling candy bars for $1.00 after all the Masses.  There will also be a car wash on Saturday, July 31st from 9:30-2 in the church parking lot.  Come and help support the youth of our parish.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

We are a group who get together monthly to make knitted or crocheted shawls or lap robes. We give them to people who are homebound or are going through an illness and need a spiritual lift.  We could use donations of full skeins of yarn.  If you can donate yarn or know anyone who needs a shawl, please call Mary Ann Boyle at 508-378-4704 or Rose Penney at 508-583-5045.  Also, if you wish to join our group, we meet the last Sunday of the month at 6:30pm at Riddell Rd.

Summer Vacation

We hope that everyone has a wonderful summer vacation. But remember that the church bills do not go on vacation. Please try to “make up” the weeks that you will be away when you return or before you go away.  Thanks!!

Weekly Reflection
By Larry Gillick, S.J. of Creighton University.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is asked by one of His disciples to teach them to pray.  As often happened in the lives of the disciples, they got more than they expected or could understand in response.  Luke has Jesus lay down five simple statements which characterize the prayerful relating between a human creature and the Creator.  First we are given a name or an image to which we address God, “Father, Your name be holy and reverenced every where.”  Then three askings or pleadings finish the prayer.  “Your kingdom and Your will are to be established on earth.  Please give us each day all that we need.  Please forgive us and protect us from all that is contrary to Your kingdom.”  

Following this little instruction Jesus presents a parable revealing how persistence in prayer works in the human context as well as with God.  He then lays out all His cards with a comparison between how parents give what is good for their children, so wouldn’t God do even more? 
We all have asked for many things which, as of yet have not been answered.  We have knocked and the door leading to our satisfaction, or that of others, has remained shut.  We have sought, but not found, yet.  Does the intensity of prayer or the continuousness of our knockings render God into surrender and we get what we want?  

Luke’s verb for “give” in asking for our “daily bread” is more an asking that this “daily bread” continue to be given day after day.  In this prayer which Jesus teaches His disciples, this “daily bread” is the most mysterious.  Forgiving as we have been forgiven, is easy to understand, and asking that God’s kingdom be on the earth is clear, but what is “daily bread” and why do we want it to be continually given? 

Some have taught that it is the Eucharistic Bread.  Others that this “bread” is human sustenance.  I would offer that it is that which is good for us.  Such a trusting and humble request.  God, give us not a snake when we ask for a fish.  We can search, knock and ask that we can sense or discern just what of life is good for our physical and psychological, as well as spiritual, life.  

“Daily bread” is God’s personal love for each of us and when we ask for a continuation of it we are presenting our open hands and hearts to receive whatever form that love takes, even if we cannot figure out all that it means.  We may not like the crust or that it is not whole wheat, but it is God’s love made livable.  Our real prayer is that we might keep our hands and hearts open and our spirits to wait until the loaf of “daily bread” is unwrapped sliced, eaten, and digested.  We are quite arrogant if we think we know better than God what is good for us.  Lead us not into that temptation!  
 
“And I tell you, ask and you will receive;
seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds;
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”  Luke 11:9-10






