**********************************************
St. John is a Stewardship Parish ***************************************************
May 9, 2010
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Saturday, May 15
   4:00 – Parishioners of St. John
Sunday, May 16
   8:00 – Eva St. Pierre - Memorial
   9:30 – Joseph Meaney – 9th Anniversary
 11:30 – Eleanor Munson – Memorial
Important Dates
Thu. 5/13 – Ascension of the Lord – Mass at 9:00

Thu. 5/20 – PPC meeting at 7:00

Thursday, May 13th – Ascension of the Lord

Mass will be celebrated here at St. John at 9:00 am.

St. Thomas will have a vigil Mass on Wednesday, May 12th at 4:00pm and Mass on 5/13 at 7:00 & 9:00 am and there will be a 7:00pm Mass at St. Basil chapel at Bridgewater State College.
CCD Registration for September 2010

We emailed the registration forms to all families whose children are currently enrolled in our CCD program. Registrations are now taking place.  If you did not receive an email the forms are also available in the CCD office which is open on Tuesday and Thursday from 10:00-4:00.
Please mail your registration forms back to us or you can come to the CCD office on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 10:00 to 4:00.  Please do not go to the Rectory because the CCD office is located in the basement of the church.  Registration is due by June 1st.  Class assignments are on a first come basis.  We are offering a payment plan to anyone who needs help.
Vacation Bible School is just around the corner!
This year we are going on a “High Seas Adventure”
July 26th – July 30th
9:00am – 12:00pm    
Our VBS is back for the seventh year in a row and it is going to be better than ever!    Our program is designed for children starting at age 3 up to children finishing the 5th grade. Registration is under way.  Registration forms are available at the ushers’ tables at the doors of the church or come to the CCD office on Tuesday & Thursday from 10:00 to 4:00.  If you have questions or would like to be a volunteer, please contact Nancy Smith @ 508-378-4290 or nhenn71@hotmail.com. Please watch the bulletin each week for VBS updates and other ways you can help make this years’ VBS a celebration of our faith.
Our Shared Treasure

May 2, 2010 Collection: $5964.00
Thank you for your continued generosity
There is a second collection next weekend for Communications.

Catholic Appeal

2010 Catholic Appeal - Called to Love and Share
Stewardship reminds us to count our blessings, acknowledge God's gifts to us, and express thanks to Him. We do this by a proportionate giving of our time, talent and treasure. We sincerely thank the 67 households in our parish who, as good stewards, have made a gift to the 2010 Catholic Appeal. We are at 55% of our goal. You are helping many people with many needs. God calls us to share what we have to help others. If you have not yet made your pledge, envelopes are available. Or for more information, please call 617-779-3700 or visit www.BostonCatholicAppeal.com.  Every gift matters.  Thank you! 
Grand Annual Collection

The Parish Grand Annual Collection is coming to a close soon. A total of $45,850 has been collected to date. We realize that some families cannot contribute the $250 amount while other families will be able to exceed it. Counting on your generosity, we are sure that we will be able to meet our goal of $52,500. Envelopes are on the ushers’ tables for your convenience.   

St. Vincent de Paul

On Monday, the pantry served 26 households. Thank you for continuing to keep the food pantry supplied.
Our thanks to Michelle Frew and Joe Dwyer for coordinating the food drive that brought us 30 bags of food several weeks ago. We understand that they took the time to personally thank all those who donated to their collection! We are grateful for their efforts and for those who supported them with donations.
When you are shopping, we are in need of baked beans, soups, jelly and paper goods. Thank you!

Prayer Service for World Peace

The Annual Ecumenical Prayer Service for World Peace will take place here at St. John Parish on Sunday, May 23rd at 5:00pm.  Join our brothers and sisters from the East Bridgewater Christian community as we gather together and pray as Christ did, for peace.
CYO NEWS & EVENTS
Leadership Retreat 

St. John’s will hold its 5th annual Leadership Retreat for next year’s junior and senior class at the Craigsville Beach Conference Center (Cape Cod) from Sunday, August 1st through Thursday, August 5th.  There are only 3 spaces available, so call the rectory if you are interested in going on the retreat.
Parish Pastoral Council

The Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) needs your help!

Please consider nominating yourself or someone else who would attend one meeting per month from September through June and assist the council as we discuss the best ways to fundraise, maintain our parish, strengthen our Faith, develop social events for our adults and families, and address the many issues that are facing our Parish, the and Archdiocese.  

Index cards are available in the pews for nominations or speak to Father Wally if you are interested.

Parish Picnic

Please save this date. 

Sunday, June 27th following the 10:30 Mass. We want you to come and join the festivities and great food. It will be a time to meet each other and enjoy some relaxing time with each other. Invite a friend to join you. The success of this day depends on you and your presence. Tickets for the event will be sold after all Masses starting the weekend of May 15/16. Tickets are $5 for either a Hot Dog dinner or Hamburger/Cheeseburger dinner which includes garden salad, potato salad, baked beans, desserts and beverages.

If you would like help please contact Carmen at 

508-378-4207

50/50 Raffle

St. John and St. Thomas parishes will be conducting the 2nd Annual 50/50 Raffle.  The drawing will be at the St. John’s Parish Picnic on Sunday, June 27th after the 10:30 Mass. We hope the raffle will raise $20,000, giving the winner $10,000 and having the parishes split the remaining $10,000.  The tickets are $10 each or 3 for $25.  Tickets may be purchased at any of the rectories or after the Masses in the two parishes. Remember, the more tickets sold the larger the prize will be.  Last year the winner won $7,000.

Golfers & Sponsors Wanted
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St. Joseph Manor, the only Catholic-sponsored nursing home on the South Shore, is holding its 19th Annual Golf Tournament on Monday, June 14, 2010 at the Easton Country Club in South Easton, MA.  For information on attending or sponsoring, please call 508-583-5834 between 8:00 am – 6:30 pm and ask for a tournament brochure, or visit www.SJMbrockton.org to view a pdf version.

Dear Friends,

Once again St. John’s will host the other Christian Churches for the annual Prayer Service for Peace on Sunday, May 23 at 5:00pm.  It seems that the need for peace only increases.  All of the parishioners from each of the churches in town are invited and it is hoped that a large crowd will gather to pray for peace. 

We are in need of several new Parish Pastoral Council members.  There are index cards and pencils in the pew for you to either nominate yourself or someone else. Please give the cards to Fr. Wally or a member of the parish staff.

The 50/50 raffle has raise $3,000.  Have you bought your tickets yet?  For this to be as successful as last year, the people from St. Thomas and St. John’s will not only need to buy a ticket but also take some tickets and try to sell them at work or in the neighborhood or to relatives and friends.  Simply ask the person selling the tickets to give you some tickets and remember to bring back the ticket stub and money after you sell them. 

Finally, Thursday, May 13 is the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord and is a holy day of obligation.  The day before the Holy Day I am flying to Virginia with my parents to attend the graduation exercises for my niece Stephanie. Steff is graduating from Virginia Tech and we are all very proud of her. Yes, my niece is a “Hokie”- sorry “Eagles” fans. Father Don Skerry is gracious enough to celebrate the 9:00am Mass on Ascension Thursday at St. John’s but is unable to say an evening Mass. There is a 4:00 pm Mass at St. Thomas Church on Wednesday May 12 and a 7:00 pm Mass on Thursday May 13 at St. Basil Chapel at Bridgewater State College.  Hopefully, one of these three Masses will fit into your schedule.

God bless,

Fr. Wally







