*************************************************
St. John is a Stewardship Parish *****************************************************
April 24, 2011
Easter Sunday
Saturday, April 30

4:00 – Clifford Briggs – 8th Anniversary

            Doris Briggs – 10th Anniversary

Sunday, May 1, 2011

8:00 – Mass for the People

9:30 – Victoria Smith –15th Anniversary

           11:30 – Carole M. Wyman – 6th Anniversary

Rectory will be closed Easter Monday
Important Dates
Wed/Thurs. 4/27 & 28 – Confirmation Rehearsal – 7 pm

Fri. 4/29 – Confirmation – 6:30 pm.

Sat. 4/30 – Confirmation – 10:30 am.

Sat. 4/30 – Blood Pressure Clinic to follow 4:00 Mass

Wed. 5/4 – 1st Communion Rehearsal – 6 pm

Sat. 5/7 – 1st Communion – 10:00 am.

Wed. 5/11 – 1st Communion Reheasal – 6 pm

Thurs. 5/12 – Leadership Retreat Meeting – 7 pm
Sat. 5/14 – 1st Communion – 10:00 am

Wed. 5/18 –1st Communion Rehearsal – 6:00 pm
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Welcome:

 Fr. William Devine will be the new Pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas in Bridgewater and Fr. Edward McCabe, who will be the new Pastor at St Ann’s in W. Bridgewater.  
As special welcome to Fr. Emmanuel Kallarackai, the Provincial for the Holy Cross Fathers of India who is with us for Easter.

Our Shared Treasure

April 17th Collection: $6,046
Grand Annual:  $43,510
Church Maintenance: $2,326

Daily Mass
Beginning Monday, May 2nd, daily Mass will be cele
brated in our chapel at 9:00 am Monday through Friday. Intentions are welcome at these Masses, please call the Rectory.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
Fr. Moses Akebule, Joan Hoffman, Bob Small, Maureen Ronan, Diane Naugthton, Samantha Desmarais, Tim Ayers, William F. Borden, Ryan Cuffe, Priscilla Sullivan, Frances D’Arcangelo, Kristina D’Arcangelo, John D’Arcangelo, Charlene D’Arcangelo, Gianna & Joe Cuccarello, Donna Dvorak, Peg LaFleur, Chip Langer, George Corr, Mary & Louis O’Donnell, Arlene Belliveau, Pam & Vince Adornato, Dorothy Howe, Margaret Rogerson, Nancy O’Connor, Brendan Hanrahan and Bob & Janet Johnson, Mark O’Reilly, Christina Wedge, and Brooke DiBona.
    If you know someone who is in need for healing, physical, emotional, spiritual, marital and/or family prayers, please contact Debbie at the Rectory at 508-378-4207.
ST JOHN SCHOLARSHIPS

St. John Parish will award four $500 scholarships to graduating high school seniors.  Applicants should be confirmed members of the parish who regularly worship with us and are involved in the life of the parish.  A committee will screen the applications and schedule an interview with each applicant.  Applications are available at the rectory and need to be submitted by May 1, 2011.
The prophet Isaiah says: “The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them.” We pray that each of us will develop a well-trained tongue that will rouse the weary and invite and welcome people home to the practice of the faith. www.CatholicsCome HomeBoston.org
Catholic Appeal -- $9,285 pledged from 59 households for 45.3% -- goal $20,500 – Easter from Cardinal Seán.
Dear Friends,
I wanted to share this beautiful Easter story that a parishioner shared with me.
A few weeks ago the gospel began with an encounter between Christ and a blind beggar. So I want to start off with a story of another beggar – a story, in fact, involving Pope John Paul.

Several years ago, a priest from the Archdiocese of New York was visiting Rome. As he was walking into a church to pray, he noticed a beggar at the door. Something looked vaguely familiar about him. As he began to pray, he realized what it was.

He went back outside. “Excuse me,” he said to the beggar. “Do I know you?” “Yes,” the beggar said, “I think you do.” It turns out; the beggar had been in the seminary with him. He had been ordained a priest, but had – as he put it –“crashed and burned” in his vocation.

The priest from New York talked with him for a few minutes, and then had to go. He promised the beggar that he would pray for him. But he was shaken by what he had seen.
That afternoon, this priest attended a function that concluded with a chance to meet the Pope. As he stood in a receiving line and took John Paul’s hand, he told him about the man he’s met outside the church and whispered “Please, pray for man, because he’s lost.” The Pope nodded and assured him he would. The next day, to his amazement, the priest got a call from the Pope’s secretary. The Holy Father, he said, was hosting a dinner and wanted to invite the priest, along with the other priest, the beggar. Stunned, the priest agreed, and quickly went back to the Church and found the beggar and told him what had happened. The beggar said, “No, I can’t.” The priest insisted, and promised to make him presentable. He took the man to his room, where he was able to take a shower, and shave and put on some clean clothes.

Then they went to dinner with the Pope—surely, the best meal the man had enjoyed in months. Just before dessert, the Holy Father asked everyone else to leave the room, so he could be alone with the beggar. They did, and waited outside. After about 15 minutes, they were invited back into the dining room. Shortly after that, they all said goodnight, and the beggar and the priest walked back to the hotel.

And the beggar stopped in his tracks, still amazed at the experience. “He asked me”, the man said, “to hear his confession. I said to him, ‘But I’m not a priest anymore. I’m a beggar.’ And the Holy Father took my hands in his and looked at me and said, “So am I. We are all beggars before the Lord.’”
The man tried to explain that he was not in good standing with the Church. But the Pope said: “Once a priest, always a priest. I’m the Vicar of Christ and the Bishop of Rome. I can re-instate you now.”

Well, the beggar couldn’t refuse. And at that moment, in that room, he heard the confession of the Pope. The beggar-priest had barely finished offering absolution before he dropped to his knees in tears. “Holy Father, he said, “will you please hear my Confession?” And he did.

When they were done, the Pope told him to return to the Church where he had been begging, and report to the pastor. He would serve as a priest there, with a special ministry to the poor of Rome.

And that is what happened. It is said that the beggar who heard the Pope’s confession still serves at the church in Rome.

“We are all beggars”, the Pope said. Like the man in today’s gospel. So this Lent, ask yourself: what am I begging for? Maybe we are begging for compassion, for mercy, for peace of mind. Maybe we are hungry for love. And like the beggar in the gospel, we may also be blind – craving clarity, and understanding. Wanting simply to see.

But in the middle of our begging, in the middle of our darkness, Christ touches us – and our world is flooded with light.

This gospel is about discovery. One man receives the gift of sight. As the story unfolds, light dawns, and with each confrontation and each conversation, he gains more understanding of just who gave him that gift. At the end, for the first time, he sees – really sees.

I think the priest-beggar was also given the gift of sight – the ability to see anew who he was and what he was meant to do. Whether he realized it or not, he was begging for more than money.
He was begging for grace.

But aren’t we all?

This morning, we pray for the grace to see more clearly, to understand more deeply, to live more faithfully. And we join our prayers in a special way with those of the elect before us, the men and women of the RCIA process. Together, we come before God, hands outstretched, asking to have our hungers satisfied, our yearning fulfilled – asking God to give us what He knows we need.

“We are all beggars before the Lord.”

Finally, join me in welcoming the many individuals and families who have come home to the Catholic Church during the Lenten Season.  This has always been your home and we pray that it will always remain so.
God Bless, 
Fr. Wally
The time of year is nearing for the St. John’s annual church picnic which will be held on Sunday, June 26, 2011 after the 10:30 Mass. Volunteers will be needed to help in various chores such as putting up the tent, setting up tables and chairs, grillers, food preparers and servers; Also someone to plan and oversee children games and, of course, cleanup. Let’s make this a fun filled and successful event. If you can help, call Carmen at 508-378-7364
“300” CLUB WINNERS
Mr. & Mrs. George Corr, John Guthro

Anne Foley, Deborah & Wm. McEnaney

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION





A word of thanks to the many parishioners who contributed to this year’s Grand Annual Collection.  Thus far, this important financial campaign has raised $42,510.





A special request is made to those parishioners who may not contribute on a weekly basis for the support of our parish to make a one-time gift to St. John’s as your way of supporting the many ministries that make this parish such a vibrant and important church.





Religious Education News


CCD Registration for September 2011





An email with the registration form was mailed this past week to all families whose children are currently enrolled in our CCD program. Registrations are now taking place. If you did not receive an email the forms are also available in the CCD office which is open on Monday and Thursday from 10:00 – 4:00


Please mail your registration forms back to us or you can come to the CCD office. Please do not go to the Rectory because the CCD office is located in the basement of the church.











The upcoming Easter collection supports the retirement, medical care, and financial needs of the priests of the Archdiocese of Boston. We ask that you give generously to support the priests who have devoted their lives to faithfully serve God and the good work of the Archdiocese of Boston.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.


























