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February 21, 2010
                     First Sunday of Lent 
Saturday,  February 20
   4:00 – Parishioners of St. John

Sunday,  February 21

    9:30 – Bill & Delia Luddy – Memorial

  11:30 – Wendel Harrington – 3rd Anniversary 
Saturday, February 27

   4:00 – Robert D. Fairburn – 1st Anniversary

Sunday, February 28

   8:00 – Parishioners of St. John

 11:30 – Stephen Hopkins – 11th Anniversary
Important Dates
Tue. 2/23 – Peer Minister Meeting – 6:30 in Rectory
Tue. 2/23 – ARISE Program – 7:30 in Chapel

Wed. 2/24 - Mass – 6:30 & Confession after until 8:00
Thu. 2/25 – Mass – 6:30pm
Thu. 2/25 – Grade 2 Parents Meeting – 7:00
Thu. 2/25 – ARISE Program – 7:30 in Chapel

Fri. 2/26 – Adoration – 6:00pm in Chapel

                  Divine Mercy Chaplet – 6:30pm

                  Benediction after Chaplet
Sun. 2/28 – Grade 10 retreat @ 3:00   Teen Mass- 6:00
Religious Education News
Classes resume on Sunday, February 21st for Grades 9 & 10.  Grade 10 (group 1) will have their Retreat on Sunday, February 28th at 3:00pm.  The Teen Mass will follow the retreat.  
“Respect for Life”

On Wednesday, February 24th at 7:00pm, Linda Thayer will be our guest speaker for the Grade 8 students.  She will be presenting a program called “Respect for Life”.  Parishioners and parents are invited to attend this wonderful program.  

Grade 2 Parents meeting

There will be a special meeting for Grade 2 Parents on Thursday, February 25th at 7:00pm. We will be discussing the upcoming sacramental celebrations and details for the events.
                      Choir Rehearsals
Adult Choir rehearsals for the Paschal Triduum begin Monday, February 22, from 7:30 - 9:00 pm. We will sing at the liturgies of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil.
Children's Easter Choir rehearsals also begin on February 22, from 6 - 7 pm in the church. 
For questions regarding either choir, please contact Paul Hoffman at (617) 610-2255.
Our Shared Treasure
February 14, 2010 Collection: $6226.50
Grand Annual Collection: $325
Electronic Giving

In an effort to make it more convenient for parishioners to financially support our parish, please consider making offertory contributions electronically.  Rather than placing cash or checks in the collection each week, you now have the option to have a predetermined amount withdrawn monthly from your checking or savings account and it will be automatically deposited into the Parish offertory.  Transactions will be made on the 15th of each month.  To sign up or for more information please contact the rectory.
Grand Annual Collection

The Parish Grand Annual Collection began the weekend of November 14 and 15. A total of $43,145  has been collected to date. We are asking that each working family contribute $250. The Finance Committee realizes that some families cannot contribute the suggested amount while other families will be able to exceed it. Counting on your generosity, we are sure that we will be able to meet our goal of $52,500. Envelopes are on the ushers’ tables for your convenience.   
Catholic Appeal

Each year, thousands of people across the Archdiocese experience the Risen Lord through the programs and services supported by the Catholic Appeal.  Our own parish benefits in many ways.  God calls us to share what we have to help others.  Please plan to participate on Appeal Weekend, March 6-7.  For more information, please visit www.BostonCatholicAppeal.org
        St. Vincent de Paul
We thank you for your continued support of the food pantry. When you are shopping, the pantry needs spaghetti sauce, baked beans, canned fruit, jelly and canned carrots. Ketchup, mustard, mayo, deodorant, soap, T.P. and paper towels are always welcome too! 
Lenten Mass Schedule

Beginning Thursday, February 18th and continuing until Holy Week (April 1st) the following will be the Mass schedule:

Mon - Fri - 7:00 & 9:00 at St. Thomas

Mon - Fri - 9:00 – St. Ann in West Bridgewater

Wed & Thu - 6:30pm – St. John, E. Bridgewater

Fri – Here at St. John is Adoration -6:00pm  

         Divine Mercy Chaplet at 6:30 
“The Light is On For You”
Wednesday Evening Confessions Across the Archdiocese of Boston this Lent
On Wednesday, February 24th from 7:00-8:00pm (following the 6:30 Mass), and on all Wednesdays in Lent, we will be offering confessions here at St. John, together with all the Catholic parishes and chapels in the Archdiocese of Boston. Inviting Catholics to experience Christ’s healing love through the Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of the major initiatives of Cardinal Seán and the Archdiocese this year.  This outreach is called “The Light is On for You,” and is an effort on the part of our Archdiocese to highlight the importance of the sacrament of confession in the life of Catholics and to make it as easy as possible for every Catholic to come or to return to this great source of God’s mercy and healing love. You are welcome to come here or to go to any other Catholic parish or chapel. The Archdiocese has set up a website, www.TheLightIsOnForYou.org, with lots of great material and videos to help you prepare. Please make plans to come yourself and please invite others take advantage of this great opportunity to be reconciled and begin anew your journey in faith this Lent.
Project Rachel

Do you know someone who is carrying grief and sorrow over past abortions? Project Rachel is the post-abortion ministry of the Catholic Church to help those dealing with the pain of abortion. Project Rachel will offer three “Come to the Waters” post abortion healing retreats this spring: Sunday, February 28, Saturday, March 13, and Saturday, June 5. For more information and registration for the date of your choice, contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com. 

300 Club

A reminder to the members of the 300 Club: There will be the end of the year grand drawing on Saturday, February 27th for 1-$1000, 1-$500, and 3- $250 prizes. Members’ dues of $60 must be paid in full to be eligible for this drawing.  
300 CLUB RAFFLE

If you would like to become a member in the 2010-2011

300 Club just tear off the bottom and submit your application.  First drawing will be March 27th

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

NAME:____________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________
ENVELOPE # IF KNOWN_______________

METHOD OF PAYMENT:
$60(  )     2 PMTS OF $30(  )      4 PMTS OF $15(  )

From our Pastor:
Dear Friends,
Our Lenten journey has begun.  On Ash Wednesday, over 300 people came to Mass, either at 9:00am or at 6:30pm.  It was inspiring to see so many people at these celebrations.  In addition, the residents of the Sachem Rock Nursing Home and the Westview Home also received their ashes through the kindness of Deacon Joe.  The holy season of Lent has begun, but as you know the Lenten season is not one day but is 40 days.  There are many ways that you can deepen your spiritual life during the days that are before us. 
Let me offer you a few suggestions:
First, try to get to Mass as often as possible.  Mass is offered at St. Thomas Aquinas in Bridgewater at 7:00 and 9:00 each morning.  I will be celebrating Mass on Wednesday and Thursday evenings at 6:30 in our chapel.  On Friday evenings, we will have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 6:00pm followed by the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 6:30. The chaplet has become a very popular devotion during the past few years and is a wonderful way to experience God’s mercy that He so freely wishes to extend to all of us.  Come for all or part of the 30 minute period of adoration or come just for the Chaplet at 6:30.

Second, try to get to Confession before Easter.  It is not an easy sacrament for any of us to receive.   I know it is not easy for me but I know it is a sacrament that I need to celebrate from time to time.  Lent is the perfect time.   The Archdiocese is launching a new program entitled “The Light is on for You”.  There is a complete explanation in the bulletin this week regarding this spiritual program and I would ask you to please read it.  The Sacrament of Penance will be offered each Wednesday during Lent from 7:00-8:00 in the evening (following the 6:30 Mass). It is a wonderful opportunity to begin anew your journey in faith this Lent. 

Finally, I visited with Fred Chapman and his wife on Ash Wednesday.  Back in November, Fred suffered a severe stroke and was paralyzed on the left side.  Fred spent a lot of time in the New England Medical Center in Boston, the Braintree Hospital and then the Colonial Nursing home in Weymouth.  I am happy to report that Fred returned to his North Central Street home on Tuesday and is able to walk once again.  Amen!
God bless,

Fr. Wally  

