*********************************************

St. John is a Stewardship Parish *********************************************
January 10, 2010
              The Baptism of the Lord 
Saturday, January 9

  4:00 – Clement Powers – Memorial

Sunday, January 10

  8:00 – Parishioners or St. John

  9:30 – Gene Biagi – 27th Anniversary

 11:30 – John Pohl – 2nd Anniversary

Saturday, January 16

  4:00 – Marie Fagan – Month’s Mind

Sunday, January 17

  8:00 – Chester Shalginewicz – 1st Anniversary

  9:30 – Parishioners of St. John

Important Dates
Sun. 1/17 – No CCD class for Grade 9 & 10

Mon. 1/18 – Martin Luther King Day – Rectory closed

Wed. 1/20 – Finance Council Meeting – 7:00

Fri. 1/22 – Volunteer Appreciation Party – 6:00

Sun. 1/24 – Family Mass – 9:30 refreshments after

Sun. 1/24 – Grade 9 Retreat – 3:30 

Sun. 1/24 – Teen Mass – 6:00
Daily Mass for 2010

Beginning Monday, January 4th Mass will be celebrated at 7:00am & 9:00am on Monday through Friday at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in Bridgewater.  Fr. Wally will be one of the regular celebrants at the 9:00am Mass.  Also note that if there is a Holy Day, Mass will be celebrated here at St. John at 9:00am and 7:00pm.
CCD Classes
There is NO CCD classes for grade 9 & 10 on Sunday, January 17th.  The next Teen Mass is Sunday, January 24th at 6:00pm
Volunteers Appreciation Party
We are inviting all those who volunteer in our Parish to an “Appreciation Party” on January 22nd at the Commercial Club in East Bridgewater.  Cocktails will be at 6:00 and Dinner at 7:00.  So if you are a Liturgical Minister, or someone who cleans the church or teaches or helps with CCD or belongs to any of the parish ministries and committees or a Peer Minister or Usher or Greeter or Collection counter or a member of the Catholic Women’s Club…etc., you are invited to come and join us for an evening of food, friends and festivities. Please call us at 508-378-4207 or 508-378-1521 to RVSP.  We need a count of attendees by 1/18.

Our Shared Treasure
January 3, 2010 Collection: $5113

Grand Annual Collection: $975

Please remember the Church in your will.
Grand Annual Collection

The Parish Grand Annual Collection began the weekend of November 14 and 15. A total of $36,190  has been collected to date. The collection will continue through the end of January. We are asking that each working family contribute $250. The Finance Committee realizes that some families cannot contribute the suggested amount while other families will be able to exceed it. Counting on your generosity, we are sure that we will be able to meet our goal of $52,500. Envelopes are on the ushers’ tables for your convenience.   

        St. Vincent de Paul
Thank you for continuing to keep the food pantry supplied. Without your help, we would not be able to serve the families and seniors in need here in East Bridgewater. At the present time, there is no jelly, spaghetti sauce or canned fruit in the pantry. If you could keep us in mind when you are shopping, it would be greatly appreciated. We can always use toilet paper, deodorant and paper towels too!
Please remember to bring your donations into the church when you come to Mass. The freezing temperatures make it unsafe to leave the food items in the boxes outside the church.
Thank you for your prayers and generosity and we wish you all a blessed and prosperous New Year!
Pro-Life Baby Shower

The pro-life committee will host the annual Parish Baby Shower from January 2nd through January 24th.  All donations will assist needy mothers within the Archdiocese who have chosen life for their babies.  The following items are needed: Disposable Diapers, Diaper bags, Crib sheets, Baby towels
"Sleep and play" sleepers (sizes 0-3, 3-6, 6-9, 9-12)
Nightgowns, Blanket Sleepers (sizes 6-12 months)
Toiletries (wipes, rash ointment, baby shampoo, baby soap, baby lotion, powder, baby nail clippers, baby thermometers), Receiving blankets, Crib sheets
Rattles, Pacifiers, Teethers, Baby Bottles 
Donations can be placed in the "crib" located in the church.   All items will be picked up following the 11:30am Mass on Sunday, January 24th.  Please do not wrap the items. 
Thank you for your assistance!  Please contact Missy Schrader at 508-350-0017 or missyschrader@verizon.net with any questions or to join the Pro-life committee. 
Help Wanted…

We need a few more people to help clean the church.  We have several teams who come and clean the church once a month. We are in need of one more team of 3 people.  If you can volunteer 2-3 hours a month, please call the rectory or email mail us.  Thank you.

Vacation Bible School

Mark your calendars: July 26 – July 30

The weather is cold outside but our attention is on planning our Vacation Bible School and we would like feedback, help, and input during the planning process. Below is a description of the type of help we need during the next couple of months. We are going to have a start-up meeting on Monday, January 25th at 7:00 pm in the church hall.  From there ideas can be generated from home, email or an additional meeting or two. Each committee will set there own schedule. Please consider sharing your thoughts and talents to help make this program even better. 

 

· Arts and Crafts: We do not purchase the crafts directly from the company because they are too expensive. Each year we create our own based on the theme of the day. This group will brainstorm new craft ideas. We will need a total of 5 crafts. 

· Decoration Committee: We have learned a lot over the years on how to decorate the hall inexpensively, but this is a huge task! Each station that the children travel to also requires props and decorations. This committee would help identify what is needed and ways to get materials. This group does not need to actually make the decorations. That will be done in July. 

· Publicity: This group will develop creative ways to encourage parishioners to volunteer during the actual week of VBS, and generate interest in attending our VBS. 

· Snacks: This group will look over the recommended snacks and make modifications were they are needed. Often times the suggested snacks are expensive or not what most kids will like. This group will also help coordinate donations from parishioners. 

None of these groups will need to start from scratch. The company supplies a lot of information and we have years of experience to lean on. However, new volunteers, new ideas, and fresh thoughts will be a refreshing change!  

 

Please contact Nancy Smith at 508-378-1521 or by email at nhenn71@hotmail.com.  We hope to see you on January 25th at 7:00 pm!

 

A Message from our Pastor

Dear Friends,

This weekend we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which marks the end of the Christmas season.  It is hard to believe it, as the time passes so quickly.  My family and I had a wonderful Christmas here in East Bridgewater and I want to thank you all once again for helping to make it so. 

As I said, the Christmas season is over and the announcement in today’s bulletin regarding the Vacation Bible School in July really brings that fact home. The year will march on now more quickly than we would like.  Therefore, I would like to bring to your attention a few important parish events. The Parish Appreciation Party is January 22 at the East Bridgewater Commercial Club. I look forward to this celebration every year and I hope that you will be able to attend. Our workers and volunteers are the heartbeat of this parish and I want to be able to thank you personally for all of your efforts.  Cocktails will be served at 6:00 pm and a delicious dinner will be served at 7:00 pm. I hope that all of our workers and their spouses will be able to attend so that together we can, once again, celebrate in gratitude God’s blessings on our parish.

I have been going to St. Thomas to celebrate their daily 9:00 Mass. I would encourage everyone who would like to attend Mass on a daily basis, or as often as possible, to attend either the 7:00 or the 9:00 am Mass at St. Thomas. It has been wonderful to see over 20 people at Mass each day.  The St. Thomas folk have welcomed us with open arms and I thank them for that welcome.

Finally, I want to thank everyone who has contributed to the Grand Annual Collection. We are approaching our parish goal of $52,500 with your contribution thus far being $36,190. This represents a sacrifice on your part that I know God will bless you for.  This economy that we are living through has made it difficult for many people to be as generous as they would like.   I certainly understand that as we are all living through the same economy. I hope that each family or person will be able to make a contribution to this important financial campaign.  Please know that whatever your donation is, it will be received gratefully. 

God bless, 

Fr. Wally   
