ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, 210 CENTRAL ST., E. BRIDGEWATER, MA 02333
St John the Evangelist is a prayerful communily in the Roman Catholic tradition called fo

witness the forgiving, healing, and saving presence of Jesus Christ in our sacramental,
liturgical and social activities. Parishioners are called fo respect all life and fo offer

evangelization for the parish, our fown and surround communities. We are called fo
respond to the Gospel through the example of our lives. We reach beyond our parish to
serve the needs of all people in our neighborhoods and around the world. We are a

community of faith, hope and love. November 6, 2016—32nd Sun in OT

508-378-4207 or 774-776-2678 Praver for
Office - 103 N. Main St. W. Bridgewater F AITI—fFUL CITTZENSHIP

Grracious and loving God,

let your Spirit be with us today.

Hear our prayers,

and increase in us the will to follow your Son Jesus.

Help us to draw on the resources of our faith

as we use the opportunities of our democracy

to shape a society more respectful

of the life, dignity, and rights of the human person,
especially the poor and vulnerable.

We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,

one God forever and ever.

Amen.
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Offering:
Masses of intentions (already in place)
Weekly vigil candle in their name
The gifts offered at Mass in their name.
Due to the limited number of masses availa-
ble, we wanted to expand the opportunities of
remembrance. The offertory for this service
would be $25 for Masses of Intention and
$30 for the gifts for the mass or the weekly
vigil candle.
This would be posted in the bulletin.
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My Dear Friends in Christ,

Throughout salvation history, and right up until present
day, the questions surrounding resurrection have come
up and continue to perplex, amaze and confound. One of
the reasons why we have these questions is due to the
tacpthpts tq Ry kppwledge cngrangyhas ever fofficiallyo
come back from heaven — save for Jesus, that is! It is
this lack of personal experience, therefore, that has led
to speculation, doubt and questions surrounding
resurrection.

In today® gospel, the question of resurrection is posed
to Jesus — what will it look like, will it resemble our life
here on earth, will we know it when we see it? Jesus
puts the question fito restO so to speak, by informing the
crowd that it will be unlike anything that they have
witnessed before. It will be an entirely new way of
being, one in which the person brought into the
Kingdom will have a life that is unlike anything
experienced up until that point. Make no mistake about
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it — it will be life. Not an flafterlifed as we might think,
but both a new way of living as well as a continuation of
how we live life here and now.

When [ think of resurrection and the Kingdom, I tend to
go to the Rite of Christian Funerals, the Mass of
Resurrection that we celebrate as a Church, and the
words which are used to describe what the deceased,
please God, are experiencing. In the preface for funerals,
we state that for the deceased filife is changed, not
ended0 and that fiwhen our earthly body lies in death,
we gain an everlasting place in heaven0 These words,
which have a power that gives meaning to what we are
about in this matter, are meant to bring both peace to the
deceased and comfort to the living. This is why we
celebrate moments such as a Mass of Resurrection (i.e.
Funeral Mass), Memorial Masses and fiMonth& MindO
Masses. They give us an opportunity to remember, to
commemorate and to celebrate. It is not a celebration as
the world would see it; it is a time not so much for

|| fhappinessO as it is for fjoyO It is a recognition that

[l where Christ has gone, we hope to follow.

May we have the courage to hope in the gift of
resurrection. May we know Christ®& love and experience
it fully. May we come to experience this life in Christ in
some form or fashion here and now, so that one day we
may join our brothers and sisters who have been
fimarked with the sign of faitho in the Kingdom.

Have a Blessed Week,

FrllFr;]P%ulreservatlons for




