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ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, 210 CENTRAL ST., E. BRIDGEWATER, MA 02333
St John the Evangelist is a prayerful communily in the Roman Catholic tradition called fo

witness the forgiving, healing, and saving presence of Jesus Christ in our sacramental,
liturgical and social activities. Parishioners are called fo respect all life and fo offer
evangelization for the parish, our fown and surround communities. We are called fo
respond to the Gospel through the example of our lives. We reach beyond our parish fto
serve the needs of all people in our neighborhoods and around the world. We are a

community of faith, hope and love. OCTOBER 23, 2016—30th Sun in OT

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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St Johnds is
of remembering loved ones by
Offering:
Masses of intentions (already in place)
Weekly vigil candle in their name
The gifts offered at Mass in their name.
Due to the limited number of masses availa-
ble, we wanted to expand the opportunities of
remembrance. The offertory for this service
would be $25 for Masses of Intention and
$30 for the gifts for the mass or the weekly
vigil candle.
This would be posted in the bulletin.

Haiti is reeling from the blows of Hurricane Matthew, which
crashed ashore on October 4, bringing 145 mile per hour
winds, storm surges and up to 40 inches of rainfall. The
category 4 storm has caused massive devastation and flood-
ing in Haiti, which is the poorest country in the Western
Hemisphere, and which has yet to fully recover from a
catastrophic earthquake in 2010.

Acknowledging that some parishes may have an existing
second collection planned for October 15-16, please main-
tain the second collection schedule for your respective par-
ish, and move this Collection to the next available weekend.

To process this collection, please ask parishioners to address
their checks to your parish, with i 2 0 Hufsicane Matthew
Collection0in the memo. One check should be sent from the
parish, payable to the Archdiocese of Boston, with

fi 2 0HuGicane Matthew CollectionO in the memo.

Please send checks to:
Attn: Cashier, ¢/o 2016 Hurricane Matthew Collection Arch-
diocese of Boston Pastoral Center 66 Brooks Drive
Braintree, MA 02184-3839

(letter sent by Cardinal Sean)
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rowing up in a family of five, one of the
fipressing questionsO we often had for my
mother centered on who the favorite was.
There were times, growing up, that it seemed
that one of us would be favored over the
otBe{; Ef pnly for that moment) which added fifuel to the
LﬁreO asiitwere. When we pushed her to answer the
question, her answer was always the same: il love you all
tHe Same® 1 jﬁ)str loge%f(gu i rentlyd0 While this never
seemed to satisfy me/us, I/we have come to realize what
that answer meant. There were different times in our lives
when we, more than the other siblings, needed her
attention — and we got it, even if only for that one instance.
At other times, other siblings got the attention. My mother
seemed to know, instinctively, when that was.

The same can be said of our relationship with God. While
it has been said that AGod doesn@ play favoritesO there are
times when God puts His attention towards those in need,
especially those who approach with humility. This is the
case with the tax collector in today® gospel. Unlike the
Pharisee, who fiblows his own horno ad nauseam, the tax
collector approaches God with such humility that he can&
even bring himself to raise his eyes heavenward. All he
does, in approaching the Almighty, is offer what has
become known as fiThe Sinner®& Prayer0 : O Gidd, be
merciful to me a sinner0 (Lk 18:13). This approach would
be well imitated by me and you, for it is in humility that
we are to reach out to God. In return, God casts His gaze
on us and with the love of a parent who knows our needs
(even before we do), gives us what we need to grow in
faith, hope and love.

St. Paul speaks to this reality, of realizing that everything
we have from God is a gift. Paul speaks in terms of being
awarded a ficrown of righteousness0  Tin2 4:8) for having
fikept the faith0  Tin2 4:7). For his part, Paul allows
himself to be fipoured out like a libationd  Tin24:6); in
other words, Paul allows God to work through him to
achieve the goal of spreading the gospel. Paul, through
conversion, has come to see God as a fijust judge0  Tin2
4:8). He realizes that he will be judged, but it will be done
so on how he has lived his life overall, not just the times
before his conversion. Each one of us, for our part, must
come to a point of conversion. If we are there, let us keep
our hearts focused on God and Kingdom; if we are not
there, let us not waste a moment to fiput our house in
orderO .

May we know God& love for us. May we know that God is
at work in our lives, bringing us to conversion and helping
us to deepen our relationship with Him. May we never fail
to approach God for those things we need, but let us do so
with humility. May we always be open to receiving those
gifts from God that help us grow in faith, hope and love.

Have a Blessed Week,

Fr. Paul




