ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, 210 CENTRAL ST., EEBRIDGEWATER, MA 023353
St John the Evangelist is a prayerful community in the Roman Catholic tradition called to witness the
forgiving, healing, and saving presence of Jesus Christ in our sacramental, liturgical and social
activities. Parishioners are called to respect all life and to offer evangelization for the parish, our town
and surround communities. We are called to respond to the Gospel through the example of our lives. We
reach beyond our parish to serve the needs of all people in our neighborhoods and around the world.
We are a community of faith, hope and love.

Parish Office-----508-378-4207
FAX 508-378-7317
Monday — 9:00 — 4:00
Tues-Fri — 8:30 am — 4:30 pm
Or by appointment

E-MAIL: stjohnebridge@comcast.net

Registration:

Families not registered, please call the

Parish Office

Pastor:

Rev. Paul L. Ring
fr_plrstjohn@comcast.net
Weekend Assistant
Rev. Donald Skerry
Permanent Deacon:
Deacon Joe Hopgood
Deaconjoeh@comcast.net

Director of Music:
Paul Hoffman
p-hoffman@stjohneb.org
Minister of Music:
Erica Wasil

Administrative Assistant:
Deborah Conrad

stjohnebridge@comcast.net

Business Manager:
Jaclyn Buccigross
Jackie808@hotmail.com

Religious Education: 508-378-1521
Lorraine Hopgood
Nancy Smith
repstjohn@stjohnrep.net

www.stjohneb.org
Facebook: St. John the Evangelist-EB
St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry
508-378-3760

January 3, 2015 — The Epiphany of the Lord

EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. & 6:00
Summer Schedule: Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. Sunday 8:00 & 10:30
Daily Mass, Monday — Friday: 9:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the second Sunday of
the Month at the 10:30 a.m. Mass. Please call for registration.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays: 3:00 — 3:30 p.m. — Other times as scheduled in the
bulletin or call the rectory anytime.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Please contact the rectory 6 months prior to the intended date of
marriage

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
If you are in need of the Sacrament of the Sick, please contact the
Rectory to make an appointment for a visit from a priest.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Come spend some quiet time with the Lord on the 2nd and 3rd
Wednesday of the month from 7—8 PM in the Church.
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IMPORTANT DATES

ADORATION — WED’S — 1/13, 1/18, 2/17 :
Fri. 1/1/16 - Solemnity of Mary —Holy Day of Obligation Lord jesus You are Iovmg and
Fri. 1/8 — Fiesta Friday — 7 PM Your mercy endures forever.
Tues 1/12 — LIFT — 7 PM —Holy Family, Rockland

Parish Prayer

Sun 1/17 — Holy Hour for Life — 3-4 PM Sracious; i
Sun 1/24 - PMY Meat Raffle at Standish Grille - 2-4 PM slow to anger, overflowing
Fri 1/29—PJ Anderson arrives—See LOOP for details with love and faithfulness.

Sat. 1/30—Retreat at St. Basil Chapel, BSU 9 am—2 pm Turn'to'me and have
Sat. 1/30 -- Concert by PJ Anderson in the Hall at St.
John’s mercy on me,

forgive my sins and grant me
the Grace to live the life
worthy of Your praise,

Christmas Flower Additions

In Memory of: Given By: Fan
Mike McGrath, Joyce & Maura Eastman We ask thls.m the name of
Ann Daley Jesus Christ, Our Lord
Sandra Lufkin Amen.

Millie Harrington
More to come next bulletin



LOOP
Life of Our Parish

Yo st it

Fri. Jan 29

-31d
Friday service activities 3;30
dinner and Year of Mercy & the Holy Door
retreat (parish wide) .

Saturday 9:30 1 2:30 Jrs & Srs. in HS/College
Retreat @ St. Basil Chapel BSU.

PJ ANDERSON WEEKEND
-5:30,6 f19:30

Saturday, 7 PM A PJ Anderson Concert i
inspirational night of song and stories.

Sunday i 10:30 Mass fi PJ Anderson joins our
choir.

2017 Pilgrimage to Rome fi in order to reserve a
spot each person will need to put down a $295
deposit by January 20th i http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20fOb4daba82ca3ff2 -
catholic

Feb 26 0 28th fi Deep Freeze, Camp Berea fi a
fun weekend away for 6th grader and up. Mu-

sic, paintball, tubing and more. 11 spots open.
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0b4daba82ca3ff2 - deep

See Nancy Smith for more info

The Pro-Life Committee will host the annual Parish
Baby Shower from Saturday December 26th through
Sunday, January 24th. All donations will assist moth-
ers in need within the Archdiocese who have chosen
life for their babies. Items needed are listed below:

Disposable diapers Diaper bags
Crib Sheets Baby towels
Sleep n Play sleepers Nightgowns
Baby Bottles Blanket Sleepers

Receiving Blankets
Rattles, Pacifiers, Teethers
Toiletries ie... Wipes, rash ointment,
baby shampoo

Baby soap, baby lotion,
powder,

Baby nail clippers,

Baby thermometers.

We were able to help 30 families with your gift cards!!!

<. My Dear Friends in Christ,
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I can always remember the Feast of the
@% @ Epiphany, mainly due to the traditions we held
E l H AN in our household. We would set up the créche

on Christmas Eve (minus the Baby Jesus, of

course!), placing Baby Jesus in the manger
when we returned home from Midnight Mass. On Christmas
Day, the Magi would make their appearance, but not at the
manger — they would be placed on the kitchen counter! Over the
next week or so, they would slowly be moved (in successive
weeks) from the counter, to the back of the oil burner, to the
back of the couch, over to the china cabinet and finally into the
manger scene. This, of course, gave each of the five children a
chance to “relocate” the Magi. The Magi were three in number
(as in the song “We Three Kings™?); this, we later came to find
out, was probably note n t iadcueate.We came to find,
through investigation, that there were as many as a dozen
“magi”, which is, not coincidentally, related to our modern word,
“magic”. The Magi were a class of palace workers who were part
magician, part alchemist, part astrologer (thus their knowledge
of, and reliance on, stars for guidance). They were “jacks of all
trade” (although “jacks” probably isn’t completely accurate
either, as there may have been some women in their company),
relied on by the king (such as Herod) for guidance and direction
for many things.

Today our Church celebrates the Feast of Epiphany. Growing up,
I always understood this to be the “end of the Christmas
Season”. This makes sense for many reasons: it speaks of God’s
manifestation to humanity in Christ, it highlights the appearance
of the Magi, and it is a bit of a “birthday party” for Jesus. How
wrong [ was! The Christmas Season actually/officially ends with
next week’s Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. This makes
infinitely more sense! After all, our entrance into the Church
isn’t marked by our birth but by our baptism. The Baptism of
Jesus, about which we will read next week, begins Jesus’
entrance into “public” ministry. It is His “coming out party” as it
were.

Now back to today’s feast. The Feast of the Epiphany, a word
which has its roots in the Greek word “ephiphaneia”, which
means “manifestation”, marks and celebrates the appearance of
the Magi upon the scene of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. In the
classic Greek it was used to mark the appearance of gods. Of
course, in our monotheistic tradition, this is adapted to mark the
appearance of the One True God in the Person of Jesus Christ.
The first reference in Christian literature to the Epiphany would
be in the 4™ century, which speaks of Jesus’ “birth, that is, His
Epiphany” by St. Epiphanius of Salmis in his work

“Panarion” (written in 361). It was celebrated on January 6" for
the longest time (as is this year’s feast), and currently is
celebrated on the Sunday between January 2™ and 8" (thus the
short “down time” this year between Christmas and Epiphany).

The Feast of the Epiphany gives us an opportunity for a
“breather” between Christmas and the Baptism of the Lord. May
we, like the Magi, come to the manger and reflect on the good
things God has provided for us — namely, Christ the Lord.

Have a (Continued) Blessed Christmas Season,

Fr. Paul




